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Draft
The Strategy of Central Asian NGOs aimed at achieving the 2020 goal 

“For a Toxics-Free Future”

(The goal was formulated at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002)
Paragraph 23 of the Plan of Implementation adopted at the World Summit on Sustainable Development declares: «by 2020 chemicals are used and produced in ways that lead to minimization of significant adverse effects on human health and the environment, using transparent science-based risk assessment procedures and science-based risk management procedures, taking into account the precautionary approach, as set out in principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development».
Introduction 

In 2002, participants of the World Summit on Sustainable Development adopted the Plan of Implementation that declared the goal of creating by the year 2020 a world, in which production and use of chemical substances no longer have significant adverse effects on human health and the environment. The next step in achieving the goal resulted in the adoption of the Strategic Approach to international regulation of chemical substances that established the comprehensive policy approach to chemical security. The Approach includes key policy components promoted for a long time by non-governmental organizations, including the precautionary principle, the safe substitution principle, the polluter’s obligation to pay, the right to disclosure, liquidation of dangerous chemical substances based on danger classification and public rights.  

Non-governmental organizations in Central Asia actively support achievement of the goal declared at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, as well as implementation of the Strategic Approach to international regulation of chemical substances. The organizations came to the conclusion that in Central Asia chemical security issues, including pollution caused by POPs, required urgent attention. Countries of the region achieved some progress on the way to development of the institutional and legal frameworks for promotion and implementation of the Basle, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions and other international agreements. Central Asian states have demonstrated a certain level of awareness, scientific capabilities and fairly active public participation. Non-governmental organizations in Central Asia actively participate in the projects implemented by the International Persistent organic pollutant Elimination Network (IPEN), which has enabled Central Asian participants to administer a series of projects aimed at improving the situation in the sphere of chemical pollution. At the same time, the countries of the region urgently need further advancement of these burgeoning processes. It is critically important to raise the level of public education and information systems linked to the achievement of the 2020 goal “For the Toxics-Free Future”, expand opportunities for civil society participation, institutional, material and technical support.  

Goal: to facilitate achievement of the 2020 goal «For the Toxics-Free Future»

Objectives: to distribute among all interested parties information about the harmful effects of toxic substances impacting human health and the environment; to include these issues into policy development and establishment of the legal framework; to provide logistical support; to ensure access to information and experience on the issues related to chemical pollution; to strengthen cooperation at the international, regional and national levels. 

Distribution of information about harmful effects of toxic substances on human health and the environment; inclusion of these issues in policy-making, development of the legislative framework and logistical support
Distribution of information about chemical pollutants can support achievement of the 2020 goal “For the Toxics-Free Future”. To achieve this goal we propose to develop and distribute information about the current situation in Central Asia, as well as international experiences and achievements in the sphere of chemical security. The information can be distributed in a variety of formats for all interested parties. Development of educational materials, courses, programs and recommendations will support formation of the necessary stable conditions for professional development and acquisition of knowledge in the sphere of chemical security, targeting specialists, who operate in government agencies, industrial enterprises, transport and agriculture. It is also important to establish appropriate testing criteria for government officials and bonuses for staff members successfully specializing in the area of chemical security. We also need to engage in government lobbying to advance the 2020 goal “For the Toxics-Free Future”. All of these actions will define the need to develop policies, create legal infrastructure and provide logistical support at the national and sub-regional levels.    

Access to information, knowledge and experience on chemical pollutants

· The key is to promote awareness among all interested parties and the media by ensuring interaction with governmental and international agencies. 

· Support actions undertaken by NGOs to raise awareness and stimulate discussions (virtual discussion forums) covering issues related to chemical security. 

· Facilitate media coverage informing the general public about chemical pollutants, experiences and achievements in the sphere of chemical security, customized for local audiences. 

· Stimulate development of customized training and education materials dealing with chemical security issues. 

· Create and distribute electronic, video and audio materials promoting access to resources and information on chemical security using modern means of communication, including Internet resources. 

Promote cross-sector cooperation at the international, regional and national levels

· Promotion of more active cooperation among NGOs, government agencies and business entities across Central Asia can lead to more effective interaction, dissemination of best practices and mobilization of the appropriate resources. 

· Utilize informational resources and experience of the International Persistent organic pollutant Elimination Network (IPEN), “Eco-Accord” Center and other international organizations. 
· Overcome shortcomings in Central Asian cross-sector dialogue. 
· Attract attention of international organizations and national governments to the need for support and funding aimed at implementation of educational, methodological, research and educational projects advancing the 2020 goal “For the Toxics-Free Future” and the national and regional levels. 
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